
  

ARNALL Charles 

Private  245070 

2nd Battalion., London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers) 

formerly 1st Battalion., London Regiment (First Surrey Rifles) 

Killed in action Thursday 21 March 1918 . Age 35 . 

Husband of Ivy E. M. Arnall, of 14 Councillor St., Camberwell, London. Ivy was the sister of Oswald Theobald, 

who served with the Royal Engineers and died of his wounds in 1919. Charles had been born in Islington in 

London and is shown in the 1901census as still living there and working as a Draper's Clerk as an 18 year old.. 

Ivy Ethel Martha Theobald had been christened at Saint Andrew's on the 29th June 1884 and as a child lived in 

number 2 Pump Row in Layer Road near the Post Office. These houses are now known as "Moss Cottages". Her 

mother was Eliza and her father, James Edward, a cordwainer.   Ivy and Charles had three children, Charles 

"Sonny" Arnall , Dorothy and May.  

 

Charles  Arnall, 

The 2nd London Regiment had its Drill Hall in Tufton Street, Westminster. In August 1914 it was part of the 1st 

London Division, and was guarding railway lines near Southampton when war broke out. Like the other Royal 

Fusilier battalions of the London Regiment it was posted to the Malta Garrison in September 1914, and was now 

the 1/2nd Battalion. The 2/2nd and 3/3rd Battalions had been formed in England. The 1/2nd then came to the 

Western Front via Marseilles in January 1915 and joined 17th Brigade, 6th Division. This was a regular army 

division and was at this time in the line east of Armentières. The 1/2nd Londons remained here until June 1915, 



and then moved to the Ypres Salient, serving at Hooge, Sanctuary Wood and Zillebeke. In October it became 

part of 24th Division on the Messines Ridge, then moved to the newly formed 56th (1st London) Division near 

Loos, becoming part of 169th Brigade in February 1916. 

His death coincided with the major German offensive, "Operation Michael" when at 4.40am on the 21st March 

it opened with a shattering artillery barrage from over 6000 guns and a further 3500 mortars. At 9am the 

German infantry comprising 62 Divisions attacked the much smaller British 3rd & 5th Armies, whose own 

artillery was largely neutralised by the Germans use of gas. 

 

He was entitled to the 1914-1920 British War Medal & 1914- 1919 Victory Medal 

 

Commemorative Information 

Cemetery: CHAUNY COMMUNAL CEMETERY BRITISH EXTENSION Aisne, France  

Grave or Reference Panel 

Number: 2. E. 6.  

Historical Information: The 

Extension was made after 

the Armistice for the burial 

of remains brought in from 

the battlefields of the Aisne 

and from smaller cemeteries 

in the surrounding 

countryside. The majority of 

those buried here died in 

1918; among the rest were 

soldiers who fell in 



September, 1914. There are just over 1,000, 1914-18 war casualties commemorated in this site. Included in this 

figure are 6 soldiers of the United Kingdom whose identity had been established with reasonable but not 

absolute certainty and who are commemorated by special memorial headstones 'D' bearing the superscription 

'Believed to be', and 26 soldiers of the United Kingdom and 5 of Canada whose graves could be identified 

collectively but not individually and who are commemorated by special memorial headstones 'C' bearing the 

superscription 'Buried near this spot'. There are also 26 soldiers of the United Kingdom who are commemorated 

in the cemetery as follows: 22 who were buried at the time in Mennessis and Premontre Communal cemeteries 

and in the former German cemeteries at Crecy-sur-Serre, Villequier-Aumont, Versigny, Couchy-le-Chateau, 

Fourdrain and Suzy and whose graves are lost are commemorated by special memorial headstones 'E' inscribed 

to that effect, with the additional inscription 'Their glory shall not be blotted out'; 3 are commemorated by 

special memorial headstones 'B' bearing the superscription 'Believed to be buried in this cemetery'; and one, 

whose grave is known to be in the cemetery although the exact place of burial could not be established, is 

commemorated by a special memorial headstone 'A' inscribed 'Buried in this cemetery'. The Cemetery 

Extension covers an area of 3,729 square metres. The following are the cemeteries from which British graves 

(all of soldiers from the United Kingdom) were removed to Chauny: CHARMES COMMUNAL CEMETERY 

EXTENSION (Aisne), where 14 soldiers were buried by their comrades in June and July, 1918. CHAUNY 

FRENCH MILITARY CEMETERY (Aisne), where two British soldiers were buried in January and March, 

1918. CHAUNY GERMAN NATIONAL CEMETERY (Aisne), which contained 15 British graves of March-

July, 1918. COUCHY-LE-CHATEAU GERMAN CEMETERY (Aisne), where six British soldiers were buried 

in August, 1918. CRECY-SUR-SERRE GERMAN CEMETERY (Aisne), where 53 British soldiers were 

buried, mainly by the Germans, in March-September, 1918. JAULZY CHURCHYARD (Oise), where a British 

soldier was buried in August, 1914. LA BOVETTE GERMAN CEMETERY, FOURDRAIN (Aisne), where one 

British soldier was buried in March, 1918. LA FERE COMMUNAL CEMETERY (Aisne), which contained 

three British graves of August, 1914. LANCHY CHURCHYARD (Aisne) which contained two British graves 

of April, 1917. LE TROU-FOURCY GERMAN CEMETERY, SUZY (Aisne), which contained six British 

burials of August, 1918; two of these were moved to Grand-Seraucourt British Cemetery. MENNESSIS 

COMMUNAL CEMETERY (Aisne), where one British soldier was buried in March, 1918. PREMONTRE 

COMMUNAL CEMETERY (Aisne), which contained two British burials of July and August, 1918. 

SEMPIGNY CHURCHYARD (Oise), which contained a British burial of August, 1914. VERSIGNY 

GERMAN CEMETERY (Aisne), which contained three British burials of August, 1918. VILLEQUIER-

AUMONT GERMAN CEMETERY (Aisne), where six British soldiers were buried in March, 1918. 

VILLEQUIER-AUMONT COMMUNAL CEMETERY (Aisne), where one British soldier was buried in a 

private vault. 

**********************************************************  

These pages are dedicated to the memory of the Fallen from the two World Wars, who lived in Abberton & 

Langenhoe.. Prepared by Saint Andrew's Parochial Church Council. November 11th 2000  


